Therefore, we are calling on the Provincial Government to develop a plan to better educate our youth
moving into the construction, heavy industry and marine Shipbuilding and Repair sectors with the
purpose to help identify products made of asbestos and those which can often contain asbestos, by
establishing the last week of April as "Asbestos Awareness" week. This would be in-step with our
closest neighbor and largest trading partner as the USA has recently proclaimed the first week of April
dedicated to the same cause. We are suggesting the last week of April because, April 28th is globally
known as the Day of Mourning, a day recognized to honour those who lost their lives while at work, and
the number one fatal illness in Canada are those workers who died from inhaling asbestos dust. We
believe the highest level of respect we can give those who lost their lives while at work is to fight for
those who continue to do the job, to educate the living against the dangers, so they can return home to
their loved ones.
We are also recommending that a national standard apprenticeship be developed known as "Hazmat
Worker" so those that are involved in remediation have the developed skills and knowledge in proper
procedure of remediation of asbestos products. Today these workers are lucky to receive any
information on the asbestos product they are removing, how to remove it safely and maybe a
throwaway pair of coveralls and a dust mask. Many of them are hired by a labour broker as an
independent contractor so they have no recourse to the unsafe work. Developing this worker
classification would be the work of the Industry Training Authority, which stems through B.c.'s Labour
Minister. So, although we believe the standard should be a national one, it must come from the
incentive of our Provincial Government.
Lastly, we are calling on the Provincial Government to move forward on Legislation banning all
products containing asbestos and to cease them being imported into or through British Columbia for
any purpose, as well as ending its use in any construction materials. We have finally come to grips with
what the rest of the world's developed nations have known for decades: products containing asbestos
can be fatal from simply drawing a breath of air, something we all do 20-30 thousand times each and
every day. Currently, our import laws allow unregulated importation of asbestos products-they can be
found in anything from our after-market vehicle brake pads, some types of building piping, laminate
flooring and many other products without our knowledge.
Nothing prohibits our Provincial Government to issue a ban on products containing asbestos, and joining
the other 55 countries who have already done so.
Canadians look towards their elected officials to champion the causes that serve and protect them; it is
our own elected officials who for the past five decades have allowed this travesty to continue and
spread with full knowledge of the personal anguish, pain and sorrow it was causing. It is time to write a
new chapter on this tragic story, with pages of education, transparency, understanding and knowledge.
We look forward to seeing real action with measurable results on this file in the names of those who
have given their lives, their families, as well as those young adults entering the trades today.
I would like to thank you for your time in reading our recommendations and look forward to a day when
@.f:e
ay po
every worker can obtain the information they need to do their job
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Kindest Regar
Phil Venoit, Chair
IBEW - BC

